
    Changing the World BEGINS WITH YOU

HELPING YOUR STUDENT UNDERSTAND COX SCHOOL OF BUSINESS ADMISSION 
Because we always focus on preparing Mustangs for the demands of a rapidly changing world, we pay close attention and 
respond to what employers want. So we’re transforming how we admit students who want to pursue a major in finance, accounting, 
management, marketing and other areas of business administration in SMU’s Cox School of Business. By paving the way for more incoming 
first-year students to gain direct admission to the Cox School, we’re creating earlier access to important coursework. At SMU, there is 
more than one path to a successful business career. Whether your student pursues a major in Cox or in another college at SMU, our 
outstanding liberal arts and sciences tradition opens pathways that expand career options. Signature elements of the SMU experience 
include the flexibility to explore multiple passions with a double or triple major, the opportunity to land career-boosting internships  
and the preparation to lead, solve problems and communicate with emotional and cultural intelligence, all of which employers value in 
SMU graduates. An exceptional SMU education will prepare your student for the business of changing the world.
 

THEY’VE GOT QUESTIONS. YOU HAVE ANSWERS. Please take advantage of the following frequently asked questions 
and corresponding responses geared toward incoming first-years for a great conversation with your students! 

What is Cox Business Direct admission? Incoming first-year students who want to pursue a major in finance, accounting, management, 
marketing and other areas of business administration in SMU’s Cox School of Business apply for admission through Business Direct.  
This admission model paves the way for incoming first-year students to gain opportunities for early access to important coursework  
in their fields.

Please tell me what isn’t and is changing in fall 2020 compared to previous years. The BBA Scholars program – which represents  
the strongest business applicants in the incoming class based on factors such as exceptional academic achievement, outstanding  
SAT/ACT scores and strong leadership skills – will remain the same. The Business Direct admission is expanding and will now encompass 
all students admitted to the Cox School who are not awarded the BBA Scholarship. Also keep in mind what is enduring with an SMU 
education: forging success in a rigorous academic environment in the global gateway of Dallas, pursuing multiple interests with the  
flexibility to double or triple major, landing career-boosting internships and taking advantage of SMU’s outstanding liberal arts and sciences 
tradition to discover multiple paths to a successful business career, whether you’re in the Cox School of Business or in another school at 
the University.

Who is eligible for Cox Business Direct admission? Incoming first-year students who indicate at the time they apply to SMU that they 
are interested in a Cox undergraduate (BBA) degree will be considered for direct admission to the Cox School. 

How do I apply to the SMU Cox School of Business? At the time you apply for first-year admission to SMU, you will need to indicate 
that you want to be considered for direct admission to the Cox School.

I’m applying to the SMU Cox School of Business. Can I also apply to another SMU school at the same time? You will have the  
opportunity at the time you apply for first-year admission to indicate the two areas of study you are most interested in pursuing. If you 
want to be considered for admission to the Cox School, you need to indicate that at the time you apply. If you are planning to major  
in the performing arts at the Meadows School of the Arts, a required audition is a critical factor influencing your chance of admission 
to the Meadows School. All other first-year SMU students are accepted as pre-majors in Dedman College of Humanities and Sciences, 



Learn more about SMU at smu.edu/admission.


