Southern Methodist University

Group Life Insurance Beneficiary Designation
Commonly Asked Questions

These are commonly asked questions about beneficiary designations under the Group Life Insurance Policy currently
administered by The Standard. The Standard administers claims for life insurance benefits in accordance with the
Policy terms and makes the ultimate decision on claim payments. The terms of the Policy supersede any discrepancy
between this document and the Policy. Please refer to your Group Life Insurance Certificate for the Policy terms.

This document is for informational purposes and does not serve as legal advice.

a beneficiary for my life insurance?

If you do not name a beneficiary, The Standard will pay the life benefit according to the “policy order.” This means
your surviving spouse will be paid the benefit as the first person listed in the order. If there is no spouse the benefit will
be paid, in equal shares, to your surviving children; if none, then to your parents; if none, then to your siblings; if none,
then to your estate. The same process would be followed if your designated beneficiary is no longer living at the time
of your death.

What is a contingent beneficiary?

A contingent beneficiary is the person you may name to receive your life benefit if your primary beneficiary is no longer
living at the time of your death.

Do | have to name my spouse as my beneficiary?

No. The Policy is set up to allow you to designate anyone you want as your beneficiary.

Do | have to name my spouse as beneficiary for 50 percent of my life benefit?

No, the Policy
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