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HONORS AND GRANTS 

 SMU Dedman College Interdisciplinary Institute (DCII) 

https://people.smu.edu/kdesmet/research/
http://www.unescap.org/kp/APTIR2023)


   State Information Center Affiliated with the National Development and Reform Commission, Beijing, China, 2019 

   Research Intern                                                                                                                                                        

 Estimated the impact of opening the North Sea Route on trade among countries along China’s Belt & Road 



  SKILLS 

 Software: Stata, R, Python, MATLAB, QGIS, ArcGIS, HTML, CSS, LaTex, Excel, PowerPoint, Word 
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	EDUCATION
	RESEARCH INTERESTS
	Development Economics, Political Economy, Applied Microeconomics

	WORKING PAPERS
	“Pollution, Promotion, and Political Showcase” (Job Market Paper)
	This paper explores the strategic behavior of provincial leaders in response to the visits by central government leaders in China by examining changes in air quality during such visits. I find that a prefecture’s PM2.5 levels tend to decrease during t...
	responsibility, as well as the provincial leaders’ personal characteristics and connections with the visitors. Meanwhile, provincial leaders do not compensate for economic losses by increasing production following the president’s visits, nor do they s...
	“Cultural Norms, Fertility, and Missing Women: Evidence from the Ghost Festival”
	Do cultural norms associated with Confucianism contribute to higher fertility rates and male-to-female ratios at birth in contemporary China, given their emphasis on reproduction, male dominance, and son preference? To overcome the challenge of quanti...

	RESEARCH IN PROGRESS
	“Foreign Investments and the Formation of Ethnic Enclaves: What is the Economics Behind?”
	Proposal presented at the °ÄÃÅÁùºÏ²ÊÔ¤²â Macroeconomic Workshop (Dec 2023)

	HONORS AND GRANTS
	 SMU Dedman College Interdisciplinary Institute (DCII) Summer Research and Writing Fellowship 2024 ($3,000)
	 SMU Provost’s Doctoral Candidacy Fellowship 2023-2025 ($31,000 per year)
	 SMU Research and Professional Development Award 2023 ($750)
	 SMU Graduate Student Travel Grant 2023 ($750)
	 Committee on the Status of Women in the Economics Profession (CSWEP) Travel Grant 2022 ($700)
	 SMU Full Tuition Scholarship and Teaching Assistantship Award 2019-2023 ($18,000 per year)
	 UW-Madison Trewartha Honors Research Grant 2018 ($2,000)
	 UW-Madison George Enfield Frazer Jr. Scholarship 2017 ($1,500)
	 Successful Participant at Mathematical Contest in Modeling 2016

	PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
	°ÄÃÅÁùºÏ²ÊÔ¤²â, Dallas, TX, 2019-2025
	United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, Bangkok, Thailand, 2023
	State Information Center Affiliated with the National Development and Reform Commission, Beijing, China, 2019

	TEACHING EXPERIENCE
	°ÄÃÅÁùºÏ²ÊÔ¤²â, Dallas, TX, 2019-2024

	CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
	Li, Weihong, “Pollution, Promotion, and Political Showcase,” Southern Economic Association 94th Annual Meeting, Washington D.C. (expected Nov 2024)
	Li, Weihong, “Pollution, Promotion, and Political Showcase,” SMU Brownbag, Dallas, TX (Oct 2024)
	Li, Weihong, “Pollution, Promotion, and Political Showcase,” TEXPOP Conference, Austin, TX (May 2024)
	Li, Weihong, “Cultural Norms, Fertility, and Missing Women: Evidence from the Ghost Festival,” Southern Economic Association 93rd Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA (Nov 2023)
	Li, Weihong, “Cultural Norms, Fertility, and Missing Women: Evidence from the Ghost Festival,” Chinese Economists Society 2023 North America Conference, Norman, OK (April 2023)
	Li, Weihong, “Cultural Norms, Fertility, and Missing Women: Evidence from the Ghost Festival,” Committee on the Status of Women in the Economics Profession (CSWEP) Mentoring Workshop for Women/Non-Binary Economics PhD Students, Fort Lauderdale, FL (No...
	SKILLS
	REFERENCES
	Klaus Desmet (Chair)


