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Estimates of geothermal energy stored in sedimentary basins have evolved in methodology, scale, 
application, and results.  A method common to most estimates has been to calculate: 1) the volume 
water in specific formations; 2) the percentage of that volume that could be produced with existing 
technology; and 3) the energy content based on the difference between average formation 
temperature and a reference temperature.  In the first analysis of low-to-intermediate temperature 
strata bound geothermal resources, the accessible low-temperature resource base in the central 
United States was determined to be 27 x 103 EJ and that the total for all US strata bound resources 
was determined to be 100 x 103 EJ (Sorey et al., 1983; Reed et al., 1983). 


