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A completed application includes: 
v Application form   v Official transcripts from all schools attended 
v Resume   v Five collated copies of the application form, resume and essay plus originals 
v Three-page essay 
v Academic Letter of Reference (Undergraduate, Congregational and Ministry Fellowship applicants)  
v Ministry Letter of Reference (Undergraduate, Congregational and Ministry Fellowship applicants) 
v Letter of Recommendation from VEV Supervisor (VEV applicants only)      
v Statement of Intent to Enter Ministry (VEV and Congregational Fellowship applicants) 
v Endorsement by seminary or divinity school (VEV and Congregational Fellowship applicants) 
v Nomination and Financial Commitment by Congregation (Congregational Fellowship applicants only) 
v Letter of nomination from seminary dean or president (Ministry Fellowship applicants only)  

Application deadlines

Undergraduate Fellowship Nomination  February 1, 2009 

Undergraduate Fellowship March 15, 2009 

Congregational Fellowship  April 1, 2009 

VEV Fellowship April 1, 2009 

Ministry Fellowship March 1, 2009

Age 
Undergraduate Fellowship nominees and applicants must be no older than 30 years of age on September 1, 2009.

Congregational, VEV and Ministry Fellowship nominees and applicants must be no older than 35 years of age on 
September 1, 2009.

Citizenship 
Nominees and applicants must be citizens of either the United States or Canada.

Academic status
Undergraduate Fellowship
Each nominee must be a junior or senior during the 2009–2010 fellowship year in a program leading toward a  
bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university and have a cumulative grade point average of 3.0 or higher. 
Copies of official transcripts from all institutions attended must be submitted in envelopes signed and sealed by the  
college or university registrar. Student copies of transcripts or grade reports are not acceptable. Nominees must be 
enrolled full-time during the fellowship year.  Juniors who will be graduating in December of 2009 may be eligible  
to apply; please see page 6.  

Congregational and VEV Fellowships 
A candidate must hold a bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university and have earned a minimum  
cumulative 3.0 gpa for undergraduate work. Copies of official transcripts from all institutions attended must be  
submitted in envelopes signed and sealed by the college or university registrar. Student  
copies of transcripts or grade reports are not acceptable.                           

Ministry Fellowship
Each nominee must hold a bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university, have a minimum under- 
graduate grade point average of 3.0, and have a seminary grade point average of 3.3 or higher at the end of the first  
academic term. Copies of official transcripts from all institutions attended must be submitted in envelopes signed  
and sealed by the registrar. Student copies of transcripts or grade reports are not acceptable.

          

           Continued on following page
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resume  
Undergraduate Fellowship 
A professional resume is required. Nominees should highlight church leadership and involvement during high school 
and college, leadership and involvement in activities outside the church during college, cross-cultural study or  
experiences (national and/or international), academic or other honors and distinctive experiences, skills or interests.

Congregational, VEV and Ministry Fellowships 
A professional resume is required. Nominees and applicants should highlight church leadership and involvement  
during college and beyond, leadership and involvement in activities outside the church, cross-cultural study or  
experiences (national and/or international), academic or other honors and distinctive experiences, skills or interests.

Personal essay 
Undergraduate Fellowship 
Each nominee/applicant must write an essay, double-spaced and no longer than three pages, in which the nominee  
discusses the ways in which her or his core Christian commitments shape her or his engagement with the world, the 
community of faith, and the exploration of vocation. This essay should be neither simply an autobiography nor a set  
of doctrinal statements; it should be a reflection involving both your heart and your mind.

Congregational Fellowship 
Each nominee must write an essay, double-spaced and no longer than three pages, in which the nominee discusses  
her or his understanding of what God is calling the church to be and do in this time and place, and how her or his  
own gifts, struggles and commitments offer a response to that call as a future leader of a congregation. This essay should 
be neither simply an autobiography nor a set of doctrinal statements; it should be a reflection involving both heart  
and mind.

VEV Fellowship 
Each applicant must write an essay, double-spaced and no longer than three pages, in which he or she discusses their 
understanding of what God is calling the church to be and do in this time and place and how his or her own gifts, 
struggles and commitments offer a response to that call. This essay should be neither simply an autobiography nor  
a set of doctrinal statements; it should be a reflection involving both heart and mind.

Ministry Fellowship 
Each nominee/applicant must write an essay, double-spaced and no longer than three pages, in which the nominee  
discusses her or his understanding of what God is calling the church to be and do in this time and place, the role  
of pastoral leaders in that call, and how her or his own gifts, struggles and commitments offer a response to that call. 
This essay should be neither simply an autobiography nor a set of doctrinal statements; it should be a reflection  
involving both heart and mind.

Statement of Intent to Enter Ministry (Congregational and VEV Fellowships only) 
Each nominee and applicant must sign and submit the Statement of Intent to Enter Ministry.

Endorsement by seminary or divinity school (Congregational and VEV Fellowships only) 
Nominees and applicants must submit an endorsement from the school in which they intend to enroll. Nominees and 
applicants should contact the admissions office for assistance in securing the endorsement from the academic dean, 
admissions officer or other appropriate seminary administrator. If the nominee has not been accepted to the seminary 
before the April 1 deadline, an endorsement should still be completed and submitted contingent upon acceptance. 
Endorsements should be sent as part of the application packet; however, the institution may send the endorsement 
directly to FTE if they prefer. The endorsement must be received by April 1 regardless of whether the student has been 
admitted by this date or not. Applicants bear the responsibility to ensure receipt by April 1.
           

           Continued on following page
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Letters of reference 
Undergraduate Fellowship 
Two letters of reference are required. The Academic Letter of Reference should assess the nominee’s academic  
capabilities and should be written by a professor within the nominee’s major or minor discipline, if possible.  
The Ministry Letter of Reference should be written by a person who has observed the applicant in a ministry setting  
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Terms of the FTE ministry Programs Fellowships

Undergraduate Fellowship
2009–2010 stipend: Undergraduate Fellows will receive a one-year stipend of $2,000 to use for educational expenses  
or exploration of ministry as a vocation. Further information will be provided.

2009 ministry Conference Benefit: Fellows are required to attend the FTE Conference on Excellence in Ministry to  
be held June 17–21, 2009. Prominent theologians, scholars, ministers and church leaders will participate in the 
leadership of the conference. Transportation, lodging, food and fees will be provided for Undergraduate Fellows. 
Students unable to attend the conference should not apply for the fellowship.

Congregational Fellowships
2009–2010 stipend: Congregational Fellows will receive a one-year stipend for tuition and living expenses of 
$2,000–$5,000 to match their congregation’s financial commitment. 

2009 ministry Conference Benefit: Fellows are required to attend the FTE Conference on Excellence in Ministry to 
 be held June 17–21, 2009. Prominent theologians, scholars, ministers and church leaders will participate in the 
leadership of the conference. Transportation, lodging, food and fees will be provided for Congregational Fellows. 
Students unable to attend the conference should not apply for the fellowship.

VEV Fellowship 
2009–2010 stipend: VEV Fellows will receive a one-year stipend of $ 2,500 for tuition and living expenses. Fellows  
are required to attend the FTE Conference on Excellence in Ministry to be held June 17–21, 2009. Prominent  
theologians, scholars, ministers and church leaders will participate in the leadership of the conference. Transpor-
tation, lodging, food and fees will be provided for VEV Fellows. Students unable to attend the conference  
should not apply for the fellowship.

2009 ministry Conference Benefit: Fellows are required to attend the FTE Conference on Excellence in Ministry to  
be held June 17–21, 2009. Prominent theologians, scholars, ministers and church leaders will participate in the 
leadership of the conference. Transportation, lodging, food and fees will be provided for Congregational Fellows. 
Students unable to attend the conference should not apply for the fellowship.

Ministry Fellowship
2009–2010 stipend: Ministry Fellows will receive a one-time $10,000 stipend partly for educational expenses and  
partly to fund the implementation of a ministry project of the Fellow’s own design. This project should enrich  
the Fellow’s preparation for ministry. Fellows will submit proposals for projects during the spring of 2010 and  
will work with FTE staff, seminary faculty, financial consultants and others to fully develop the project. Fellows  
are required to attend a second gathering at the end of Summer 2010 to reflect on their completed projects.  
Further information will be provided at the conference. 

2009 Congregational Leadership intensive and ministry Conference Benefit: Fellows are required to attend the FTE 
Congregational Leadership Intensive and the FTE Conference on Excellence in Ministry to be held  
June 14–21, 2009. Prominent theologians, scholars, ministers and church leaders will participate in the leader- 
ship of the conferences. Transportation, lodging, food and fees will be provided for Ministry Fellows. Students 
unable to attend the conferences should not apply for the fellowship.

           

           Continued on following page
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Conditions for Fellowships 
Undergraduate Fellowship
Award of the FTE Undergraduate Fellowship is contingent upon receipt of the applicant’s nomination form from  
a college faculty member, administrator, campus minister or current pastor by February 1. Current college juniors  
who will be graduated in December 2009 may be eligible to apply for the fellowship.  Please contact the Reverend 
Ellen Echols Purdum, Director of Ministry Fellowships, at epurdum@thefund.org if you will be graduating early. 

Congregational Fellowships
Award of the FTE Congregational Fellowship is contingent on the nominee’s acceptance into an institution accredited 
by the Association of Theological Schools and the nominee’s full-time enrollment in one year of study (two semesters  
or the equivalent) toward the Master of Divinity degree. Students already enrolled in an M.Div. degree program at the 
time of the nomination or seeking the M.T.S., M.A. or Th.M. degree are not eligible.

VEV Fellowship 
Award of the FTE VEV Fellowship is contingent on the applicant’s acceptance into an institution accredited by the 
Association of Theological Schools and the applicant’s full-time enrollment in one year of study (two semesters or the 
equivalent) toward the Master of Divinity degree. Students enrolled in an M.Div. degree program at the time of the 
nomination or seeking the M.T.S., M.A. or Th.M. degree are not eligible.

Ministry Fellowship
Award of the FTE Ministry Fellowship is contingent on the applicant’s nomination by the dean or president of a  
seminary or divinity school accredited by the Association of Theological Schools and the nominee’s successful  
completion of one full academic term in the Master of Divinity program. First year FTE Congregational Fellows are 
eligible for the Ministry Fellowship; however, students currently enrolled in an M.T.S., M.A. or Th.M. program are  
not eligible for this fellowship.

 Please send all materials to:
 Ministry Program Fellowships
 The Fund for Theological Education
 825 Houston Mill Road, Suite 250
 Atlanta, GA 30329
 404-727-1450 tel

  

           

           

           Continued on following page

FTE will mail notification of fellowship awards by:
Undergraduate Fellowship: April 30, 2009
Congregational Fellowship: May 15, 2009
VEV Fellowship: May 15, 2009
Ministry Fellowship: April 30, 2009
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i am applying for the

Undergraduate Fellowships    Congregational Fellowship    VEV Fellowship    Ministry Fellowship

Nominee/applicant information

Name           

Name you go by         Male   Female

Current mailing address (effective until         /         /        )    School residence 

Other:

City        State                     Zip

E-mail address 

Telephone  Home     Cell     

Permanent mailing address        

            

City        State                     Zip

Telephone  Home     Cell 

Specify address for notification of award status:  Current mailing address   Permanent address 

Date of birth              /               /             Country of citizenship United States     Canada

Place you designate as home town (for media purposes)

Marital status      Number of children

race/ethnicity

African American, Black    Mexican American, Chicano 

Asian American, Asian     Native American, Alaska Native (list tribal affiliation)

Asian, including Indian Subcontinent      

Hispanic, Latino/a     Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islander   

Japanese American, Filipino    Puerto Rican American   

Korean American     White, Caucasian, European American  

Multiracial (Please specify):    

Other:

           Continued on following page

last          f irst                  middle

month               day                   year

month       day         year                                

miNisTry PrOgrAm FELLOWsHiPs

2009–2010 Application

c i t y                                                         s t a t en o t e  a w a r d  d a t e s  o n  p a g e  6
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Church information
Denominational affiliation:

African Methodist Episcopal Church        
 African Methodist Episcopal  

 Zion Church 
American Baptist Church   
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)    
Church of the Bretheren 
Church of Christ 
Church of God in Christ   
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 

Church membership 
Congregational Fellowship applicants, please list your nominating congregation. 

Undergraduate, VEV and Ministry Fellowship applicants, please list your current congregation. 

Church      

Church address

City        State                    Zip

Pastor’s name (required) 

Office telephone        Email 

Educational information  Please list colleges or universities attended in chronological order. Undergraduate Fellowship 
applicants, please list only the schools you have attended, not that you plan to attend. 
  Name of institution                   Dates attended                major             Degree      gPA     graduation date 

Undergraduate      

Undergraduate

Graduate     

If accepted, which seminary do you plan to attend?         

What is your second choice?      

Other information   

Did you know about the Ministry Fellowship prior to being nominated?   Yes   No 

If yes, how did you hear about the Ministry Fellowship? (Check all that apply.)
Chaplain or Campus Minister   

 College career office 
College professor    
Financial aid office 
Friend 
FTE alumni    

           Continued on following page

Episcopal Church  
Evangelical Lutheran Church  

 in America 
Lutheran Church (Missouri Synod)  
Mennonite Church  
National Baptist Church 
Non-denominational
Presbyterian Church (USA)
Presbyterian Church in America

title                                             f irst                                                                                              last  

Internet scholarship search
Pastor  
Program for Theological    

 Exploration of Vocation (PTEV)
Seminary admissions officer 
Seminary dean or president

Seminary financial aid office
Seminary professor
Theological Program for High School Youth 
Other:

Progressive National  
 Baptist Church

Roman Catholic Church
Society of Friends 
Southern Baptist Church
United Church of Christ
United Methodist Church
Other (Please specify):
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How would you characterize your interest in ministry?
 I plan to become an ordained minister. 
I am seriously considering ministry.   
I am considering the possibility of ministry.     

Other:       

What steps, if any, have you taken toward official (denomination, church, etc.) recognition of your ministry?   

   

What are the next steps? 

       

   

Signature       Date
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ENDOrsEmENT By sEmiNAry Or DiViNiTy sCHOOL
Congregation Fellowship and VEV Fellowship applicants only

Name of applicant       

Type of Fellowship: Congregational   Volunteers Exploring Vocation (VEV)

The FTE Congregational and VEV Fellowships are competitive financial aid opportunities for students entering the 
first year of a Master of Divinity degree program. Selection is based on academic excellence, gifts for pastoral ministry, 
strong character and leadership ability. Please comment on the candidate’s strengths that make him or her a viable 
choice for this fellowship.

              

               

Will a merit award be offered to this applicant? If not, what financial aid will be provided? 

seminary financial liaison with FTE (to facilitate disbursal of stipend checks):

Name           

Position         

Telephone      E-mail address 

Address

City       State                     Zip

seminary endorser:

Academic dean    Admissions officer   Other (please specify):

Name

Signature           

Name of school                                                 Date

miNisTry FELLOWs PrOgrAm

2009–2010 Application 
v Congregational Fellowship
v VEV Fellowship 
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NOmiNATiON AND FiNANCi
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miNisTry LETTEr OF rEFErENCE
Undergraduate, Congregational and Ministry Fellowship applicants

Name of applicant       

The Educational Rights and Privacy Act allows an applicant to waive his or her rights to access confidential letters or 
statements written on his or her behalf. FTE does not require a waiver as a condition of the fellowship. You are free to 
choose to maintain your right to access this recommendation or waive that right.  
Please check one of the following statements:

 I waive my right to examine this recommendation. 

I do not waive my right to examine this recommendation.    

Signature Date

The person whose name appears above has been nominated for a fellowship from The Fund for Theological Education. 
We are interested in knowing about this person’s capabilities as demonstrated in a ministry setting, with particular focus 
on his or her spiritual wisdom, theological curiosity, perseverance, passion and love.

Please place the applicant’s name and your name at the top of each page of your letter.  
Please return these materials to the nominee in a sealed and signed envelope.

Name of reference              Title 

Position         

Institution

Address

City       State                     Zip

Telephone      E-mail address 

Signature of reference                                                                       Date

miNisTry FELLOWs PrOgrAm

2009–2010 Application 
v Undergraduate Fellowship
v Congregational Fellowship
v ministry Fellowship 

l a s t        

   f i r s t     

              m i d d l e

mr./ms./rev./dr.   please printRelationship to nominee:

 Home church pastor  Campus minister   Other: (Please specify) College church pastor  Home church pastor
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