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Access Issues:  Online Course Content and Publications 

Ed article noted, “their guide-

lines recommend publishers 
waive digital rights manage-
ment restrictions for readers 
with disabilities so the re-

strictions won’t interfere with 

accessibility software.”  

Review the suggested tem-
plate letter (linked in the arti-
cle) and consider using it 

when communicating with your 

publisher.  

Also, view this 3 minute video 
that helps us all understand 

the true barriers a college 
student might experience 
when text is not made acces-

sible. 

Removing barriers on campus, 

in class and online creates a 
collaborative learning envi-
ronment for everyone in  the 

SMU community. 

Online Course Content:  

If you administer any course 
content to your students 
through an online modality, 
consider how a student with a 

disability might access the 
material.  Students with visual 
or hearing impairments in 
particular may experience 
barriers with written or audi-

tory materials that prevents 
them from participating in the 
course.  The University and its 
faculty members should make 

attempts to create accessible 
course content from the be-
ginning, which will eliminate 
frustration and scrambling in 

the middle of a semester.   

Here is a tutorial outlining 10 
simple steps toward universal 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4CjQoc5vu28
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2015/06/16/disability-studies-scholars-present-accessibility-guidelines
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www.smu.edu/alec/dass.asp 

Please include this statement in your syllabus: 

 

Disability Accommodations: Students needing academic 

accommodations for a disability must first register with 

Disability Accommodations & Success Strategies 

(DASS).  Students can call 214-768-1470 or        

visit http://www.smu.edu/Provost/ALEC/DASS to 

begin the process.  Once registered, students should 

then schedule an appointment with the professor as 

early in the semester as possible, present a DASS    

Accommodation Letter, and make appropriate arrange-

ments.  Please note that accommodations are not retro-

active and require advance notice to implement. 

DASS IS MORE THAN ACCOMMODATIONS. 

For resources that may be helpful to faculty and staff, please visit:   

http://www.smu.edu/Provost/ALEC/DASS/Resources/ForFaculty 

DASS By the Numbers: Disabilities on our Campus (conc.) 

Phone:  214-768-1470 

Email:  dass@smu.edu 

 

During the Fall 2014 semester, 526 students were identified to DASS as having a disability and were        

approved for some type of accommodation.  Graduates students made up 50 of the 526.  

About 7% of the undergraduate population is approved for a       

disability-related accommodation.  Most (more than half) have identi-
fied with a learning or attention disorder, less than 100  identified 
with a psychiatric condition, 44 identified with a medical condition, 

and around 20 other students identified with either a  hearing or vis-

ual impairment or a physical/mobility impairment.  

DASS also provides  support to those with learning and attention dis-

orders. Over 200 sessions of academic counseling were conducted in 
the fall semester to help these students with organizational strategies 

and goal setting, as well as improving self-awareness. 

Additionally, DASS does proctor tests when a faculty member is unable to do so himself/herself, assuming 
the student has disability accommodations that require such proctoring.  In the fall, 170 students took at least 
one test at DASS as we administered over 700 tests. This service is especially useful during finals and for 

http://www.smu.edu/Provost/ALEC/DASS

