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PROFESSIONAL TEACHING CREDENTIALS 

 

CA State Multiple Subject Elementary, Learning Handicapped  

Montessori 
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EEX 4930 

EEX 4250 

Individualizing Reading Instruction for Students with Disabilities 

(graduate) 

Vanderbilt University 

Methods of Reading Instruction for Students with Learning Disabilities (graduate) 

Accommodating Diversity in the Classroom (undergraduate) 

 

 

Supervised Doctoral Dissertations (*denotes Chair or Co-Chair) 

Southern Methodist University 

Graduated 

(8) 

 

 

Ashley Mooreshead* (2020) 

 

Kristi Baker* (2020) 

 

Jennifer Stewart* (2020) 

 

Brandy White (2020) 

Dawn Woods (2018) 

Patricia Baumer (2016) 

Miriam Hernandez Ortiz* 

(2016) 

Ashley Sheils (2016) 

Diane Gifford (2012) 

 

 

 

Exploring response to intervention: How are we 

narrowing the gap for tier 3 minority learners? 

Observing reading growth and instructional practices 
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Luana Greulich* 

 

 

Sandy Jay 

Julia Lee* 

 

 

Jumi Lee 

Jiyung Shinn 

A comparison of reading growth and outcomes of 

kindergarten students with cognitive impairments 

to their typical peers: The impact of instruction. 

Characteristics of adequate and inadequate 

responders in a multi-tiered model. 

Elementary Education 

Classification of language and literacy skills in first 

grade: Latent profiles, class membership stability, 

and underlying predictors. 

Educational Psychology 

Statistics 

2011 Danielle Brimo 

Gina Plattos 

Kate Scarborough* 

 

Kelly Schmeelk Caron 

Elizabeth Wilson-Fowler 

Communication Disorders 

Special Education 

Preparing future teachers: Documenting pre-service 

teachers’ knowledge and application of effective 

instruction 

Psychology 

Communication Disorders 

2009 Elissa Arndt 

Catherine Conlin 

Elizabeth Crawford 

Jessica Logan 

Communication Disorders 

Communication Disorders 

Communication Disorders 

Psychology 

2008 Allison Dyrlund 

Kendra Tannenbaum 

Sports Psychology 

Psychology 

2007 Jennifer Walcott-Vogel Psychology 

2006 Julie Bardin 

Angel Canto 

Haekung Cha 

Jeanine Menchetti* 

 

Special Education 

School Psychology 

Multi-lingual/Multi-cultural 

Early literacy professional development: Exploring the 

effects of mentoring for preschool teachers 

2005 Stephen Nettles 

Robyn Ziolkowski 

Educational Leadership 

Communication Disorders 

2004 Tricia Curran 

Amanda DeGraff 

Debora Nunes 

Kelly Whalon 

Communication Disorders 

Psychology 

Special Education 

Special Education 

2003 Carol Robinson* 

 



https://doi.org/10.1111/ldrp.12218
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jsp.2020.01.003
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11881-018-00171-5
https://doi.org/10.1177/0143034318817078
https://doi.org/10.1177/1088357618762749
https://doi.org/10.1086/705785
https://doi.org/10.1080/10573569.2018.1560379
https://doi.org/10.1177/1534508418775805
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36. Lemons, C.J., Al Otaiba, S., Conway, S.J., & sMellado De La Cruz, V. (2016). Improving 

professional development to enhance reading outcomes for students in special education. In B. 

Foorman (Ed.), Challenges and Solutions to Implementing Effective Reading Intervention in 

Schools. New Directions in Child and Adolescent Development, 154, 87-104. 

 

37. Wanzek, J., sGatlin, B., Al Otaiba, S. & Kim, Y.-S. (2016). The impact of transcription writing 

interventions for first-grade students. Reading and Writing Quarterly: Overcoming Learning 

Difficulties, 33(5), 484-499. doi: 10.1080/10573569.2016.1250142 

 

38. Wanzek, J., Petscher, Y., Al Otaiba, S., Kent, S. C., Schatchneider, C., Haynes, M., Rivas, B., & 

Jones, F. (2016). Examining the average and local effects of a standardized treatment for fourth 

graders with reading difficulties. Manuscript accepted for publication in the Journal of Research 

on Educational Effectiveness. doi: 10.1080/19345747.2015.1116032  
 

39. Kim, Y.-S., Al Otaiba, S., & Wanzek, J. (2015). Kindergarten predictors of third grade writing. Learning 

and Individual Differences, 37, 27-37. doi:10.1016/j.lindif.2014.11.009 

 

40. Kim, Y.-S., Al Otaiba, S., Wanzek, J., & sGatlin, B. (2015). Towards an understanding of dimension, 

predictors, and gender gaps in written composition. Journal of Educational Psychology, 101 (1), 79-

95.  doi: 10.1037/a0037210 

 

41. Kim, Y.-S., Puranik, C., & Al Otaiba, S. (2015). Developmental trajectories of writing skills in first grade: 

Examining the effects of SES and language and/or speech impairments. The Elementary School Journal, 

115 (5), 593- 613. doi: 10.1086/681971 

 

42. sLee, J. & Al Otaiba, S. (2015). Socioeconomic and gender group differences in early literacy 

skills: A multiple group confirmatory factor analysis approach.  Educational Research and 

Evaluation: An International Journal on Theory and Practice, 21(1), 40-59. doi: 

10.1080/13803611.2015.1010545 

 

43. Lemons, C.J., King, S. A., Davidson, K. A., Puranik, C. S., Fulmer, D., Al Otaiba, S., & Fidler, 

D. J. (2015). Adapting phonological awareness interventions for children with Down syndrome 

based on the behavioral phenotype: A promising approach? American Association for Intellectual 

and Developmental Disabilities, 53(4) 271-288. doi: 10.1352/1934-9556-53.4.271 

 

44. Lemons, C.J., King, S.A., Davidson, K.A., Puranik, C.S., Al Otaiba, S., Fulmer, D., Mrachko, 

A.A., Partanen, J., & Fidler, D.J. (2015). Developing an early reading intervention aligned with the 

Down syndrome behavioral phenotype.  Focus on Autism and Other Developmental Disabilities, 

32(3), 176-187. 
 

45. Al Otaiba, S., Connor, C. M., Folsom, J. S., Wanzek, J., Greulich, L., Schatschneider, C., Wagner, R. K. 

(2014). To wait in tier 1 or intervene immediately: A randomized experiment examining first grade 

response to intervention (RTI) in reading. Exceptional Children, 81 (1) 11-27. doi: 

10.1177/0014402914532234. 

 

46. Al Otaiba, S., Kim, Y.S., Wanzek, J., Petscher, Y., & Wagner, R. K. (2014). Effects of two 

models of first grade multi-tier intervention: Examining second and third grade outcomes and 

comparing outcomes based on first grade response status. Journal of Research on Educational 

Effectiveness, 7 (3), 250-267. doi: 10.1080/19345747.2014.906692 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.lindif.2014.11.009
http://psycnet.apa.org/doi/10.1037/a0037210.search
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47. Al Otaiba, S., Wagner, R. K., Miller, B. (2014). Waiting to fail redux: Understanding response to 

intervention. Learning Disability Quarterly, 37 (3), 129-133. doi: 10.1177/0731948714525622.  
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59. Kim, Y-S., Apel, K., Al Otaiba, S. (2013). The relation of linguistic awareness and vocabulary to 

word reading and spelling for first grade students participating in Response to Intervention. 

Language, Speech, and Hearing Services in School, (44), 337-347.  

 

60. Kim, Y-S., Al Otaiba, S., sFolsom, J., sGreulich, L., & Puranik,C. (2013).  Language, literacy, 

and attentional behaviors, and instructional quality predictors of written composition for first 

graders. Early Childhood Research Quarterly 28, 461– 469. 

 

61. Wanzek. J., Al  Otaiba, S., & Petscher, Y. (2013). Oral reading fluency development for children 

with emotional disturbance or learning disabilities. Exceptional Children, 80 (2), 187-204.  

 

62. Al Otaiba, S., Lake, V. E., SGreulich, L., & SFolsom, J. S. (2012). Preparing beginning reading 

teachers: An experimental comparison of initial early literacy field experiences. Reading and 

Writing: An Interdisciplinary Journal, 25 (1) 109-129. 

 

63. sKent, S., Wanzek, J., & Al Otaiba, S. (2012).  Print reading in general education kindergarten 

classrooms: What does it look like for students at-

  Ss
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72. Kim, Y.S., Al Otaiba, S., Puranik, C., sFolsom, J., sGreulich, L., & Wagner, R. (2011). 
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85. 
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98. Al Otaiba, S., Schatschneider, C., & SSilverman, E. (2005). Tutor assisted intensive learning 

strategies in kindergarten: How much is enough? Exceptionality, 13(4), 195-208. 

 

99. 
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Book Chapters – Published 

 

1. Al Otaiba, S. , Ortiz, M. & Hougan, M. (2020). Phonological awareness: A critical foundation 

for beginning reading. In M. Hougen & Smartt, S (Eds.) The Fundamentals of Literacy 

Assessment and Instruction, Second Edition. (pp 108-127). Baltimore, MD: Brookes. 

 

http://www.oxfordbiliographiesonline.com/
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2. Tock, J., Quinn, J., Al Otaiba, S

https://doi.org/10.1177%2F1534508420936753
https://doi.org/10.1177%2F001440291408000204
https://doi.org/10.1177%2F0741932520918858
https://doi.org/10.1177%2F0734282920943456


 

A l  O t a i b a                             P a g e  19 

 

 

5. Al Otaiba, S. (2004). Tutor-assisted intensive learning strategies for second grade (TAILS-2). 

Unpublished training manual, Florida Center for Reading Research, Tallahassee, FL. 

 

6. Al Otaiba, S. (2004). Tutor-assisted intensive learning strategies for first grade (TAILS-1). 

Unpublished training manual, Florida Center for Reading Research, Tallahassee, FL. 

 

7. Al Otaiba, S. (2002). Tutor-assisted intensive learning strategies for kindergarten (TAILS-KG). 

Unpublished training manual, Florida Center for Reading Research, Tallahassee, FL. 

 

8. Fuchs, D., Fuchs, L.S., Svenson, E., Thompson, A., Yen, L., McMaster, K. N., Al Otaiba, S., & 

Yang, N. J. (2000). Peabody peer-assisted learning strategies: First grade reading. Unpublished 

training manual, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN. 

 

9. Fuchs, D., Fuchs, L.S., Thompson, A., Al Otaiba, S., Yen, L., & Braun, M. (2000). Peer- Assisted 

Learning Strategies: Kindergarten: A teacher’s manual. Unpublished training manual, Vanderbilt 

University, Nashville, TN. 

 

PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS & SYMPOSIA ( S denotes student ) 

 
National & International – Invited 

 

1. Al Otaiba, S. (October, 2019). Support for the foundation: Broadening the role of school 

psychologists in Multi-tiered Systems of Support. Invited workshop for the California Association 

of School Psychologists, Long Beach, CA. 

 

2. Al Otaiba, S. (2018, April). Early identification and intervention within Response to Intervention: 

A data-driven approach to intensifying implementation. Invited key note for the annual Academic 

Language Therapy Association (ALTA) conference, Dallas, TX. 
 

3. Al Otaiba, S. (April, 2017). Let’s keep the Special in Special Education. Invited presentation for the 

Special Education SIG for the Distinguished Career Award. Paper presented at the Annual Conference of 

the American Educational Research Association, San Antonio, TX 

 

4. Allor, J. H., Al Otaiba, S., & Yovanoff, P. (December, 2016). Demonstrating the effectiveness of 

a text-centered literacy curriculum for students with intellectual disability. Institute of Education 

Sciences Principal Investigators Meeting, Washington, D.C. 
 

5. Al Otaiba, S. (2016, June). This is not our first rodeo: how can we get back to intensive and 

special education for students with learning disabilities? Invited Distinguished Lecture, presented 
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21. Al Otaiba, S. (2009, June). Response to intervention: Professional development issues and 

implications for practice. 

http://www.rtinetwork.org/professional/rtitalk
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2. Wanzek, J., Al Otaiba, S.,  Lemmons, C. J. (2021, March). Effects of Adding Mindset intervention 

for upper elementary students with reading difficulties, Poster presented at the annual CEC 

conference, held virtually. 

 

3. Toste, J., Didion, L., & Al Otaiba, S. (2020, February).Targeting Motivational Processes to 

Intensify Reading Interventions: Promise and Pitfalls. Panel presented for presentation at the 

annual PCRC conference. San Diego, CA 

4. SMellado De La Cruz, V., Al Otaiba, S. (2020).Early biliteracy skills: A construct validation 

analysis of English and Spanish decoding. Poster accepted for the annual Pacific Coast Research 

Conference, San Diego, CA. 

5. SMellado De La Cruz, V., Al Otaiba, S, Yovanoff, P. (2020).Bilingual kindergarteners’ progress 

monitoring: The role of probe language and construct dimensionality.Poster accepted for the 

Badar-Kauffman Sp
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27. Ortiz, M.B., SBaker, K., Therrien, W., Al Otaiba, S., & Faggella-Luby, M. (February, 2018). 
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38. Pappamihiel, E. & Al Otaiba, S. (2016, May). The Impact of Digital Storytelling Projects on 

Preservice Teacher Beliefs about English Language Learners. Paper presented at the annual 

International Conference on Psychology, Athens, Greece. 

 

39. Allor, J. H., Al Otaiba, S., Yovanoff, P., & Ortiz, M. B. (April, 2016) The effects of a text-

centered supplemental curriculum for students with intellectual disability. Annual Council for 

Exceptional Children Convention, St. Louis, MO. 

 

40. Jones, G. F., Gifford, D. B., Yovanoff, P., Al Otaiba, S., & Allor, J. (April, 2016). Alternate 

formats for progress monitoring students with ID: Do alternate formats increase the reliability of 

performance for students with ID? Annual Council for Exceptional Children Convention, St. 

Louis, MO.  

 

41. Allor, J., Al Otaiba, S., Yovanoff, Y1 0 
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50. Lemons, C., Puranik, C., Al Otaiba, S. & Fidler, D. (2014, July). Early reading intervention for 

children with Down Syndrome: Findings from an IES Goal 2 development project. Poster 

presented at the annual conference of the Society for the Scientific Study of Reading, Santa Fe, 

New Mexico. 

 

51. Allor, J., Al Otaiba, S., Yovanoff, P., Roberts, K., &  SOrtiz, M.  (2014, April) Understanding 

child characteristics associated with Responsiveness to Literacy Instruction and intervention 

among students with Intellectual Disabilities. Paper presented at the Annual CEC conference. San 

Antonio, TX.  

 

52. Al Otaiba, S., Allor, J., Ciullo, S., Ortiz, M., Moorshead, A., & Whalon, K. (2014, April). 

Implication of Common Core Standards in Reading for Students with Disabilities. 
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62. Folsom, J. S.  & Al Otaiba, S. (April, 2013). Response to individualized kindergarten beginning 

reading classroom instruction: Evidence of growth for students with developmental delays. Paper 

presented at the Annual CEC conference. San Antonio, TX. 

 

63. Kim, Y.-S., Wanzek, J., & Al Otaiba, S. (April, 2013). Kindergarten language and literacy 

profiles of poor writers in grade three. Poster to be presented at the Society for Research in Child 

Development 2013, Seattle, WA.  

 

64. Al Otaiba, S. Greulich, L., Folsom, J., Wanzek, J. & Connor, C. (February, 2013). Alignment 

across all three tiers: Challenges. Paper presented at the Annual Pacific Coast Research 

Conference. San Diego, Ca. 

 

65. Folsom, J. S., Flynn, K., Greulich, L., Allor, J., Al Otaiba, S. (2013, February). Understanding 

child characteristics associated with responsiveness to literacy instruction and intervention 

among students with disabilities. Panel presented at the Twenty-First Annual Pacific Coast 
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84. Al Otaiba, S., Connor, C., SFolsom, J. S., & SGreulich, L. (2011, April). Role of home literacy 

and classroom reading instructional environments on student reading outcomes in kindergarten 

and first grade. Paper presented at the Society for Research on Child Development, Quebec, 

Canada. 

 

85. sFolsom, J. S., Al Otaiba, S. & sGreulich, L. (2011, April). How do elementary students with 

intellectual disabilities fit into the RTI model? Poster accepted for presentation at the Council for 

Exceptional Children’s 2011 Annual Convention and Expo, National Harbor, MD. 

 

86. sGreulich, L., Al Otaiba, S. & sFolsom, J. S. (2011, April). Where are we now? A literature 

review of response to intervention. Poster accepted for presentation at the Council for Exceptional 

Children’s 2011 Annual Convention and Expo, National Harbor, MD. 

 

87. SLee, J. & Al Otaiba, S. (2011, April). Spelling error analysis: Differentiating instructional 

response to students with spelling difficulties. Poster session presented at the meeting of Council 

of Exceptional Children, National Harbor, MD.  

 

88. sFolsom, J. S., Al Otaiba, S., sGreulich, L., & Meadows, J. (2011, February). Kindergarten 

resilience factors of reading disabilities. Poster presented at the Nineteenth Annual Pacific Coast 

Research Conference, San Diego, California. 

 

89. SFolsom, J.S. , SGreulich, L., & Al Otaiba, S. (2011, February). The influence of self regulation 

and individualized instruction on kindergarten reading growth. Poster session presented at the 

Annual Meeting of the Pacific Coast Research Conference, , CA. 

 

90. SGreulich, L., SFolsom, J.S, Al Otaiba, S., & Sáez, L. (2011, February). Kindergarten reading, 

writing, and spelling instruction. Poster session presented at the Annual Meeting of the Pacific 

Coast Research Conference, San Diego, CA. 

 

91. Sáez, L., SFolsom, J.S., Al Otaiba, S., & Schatschneider, C. (2011, February).  What is the role of 

attention and self-regulation in response to intervention?: Findings from the LD centers. Panel 

session presented at the Annual Meeting of the Pacific Coast Research Conference, San Diego, 

CA. 

 

92. Al Otaiba, S., Connor, C., SFolsom, J. S., & SGreulich, L. (2010, July). The role of pre-

kindergarten home literacy and kindergarten classroom reading instructional environments on 

student reading outcomes in kindergarten and first grade. Paper presented at the  Seventeenth 

Annual Meeting of the Society for the Scientific Studies of Reading Conference, Berlin, Germany. 

 

93. Cooper, L., Thomas-Tate, S., Al Otaiba, S., Gruelich, L., & Folsom, J. S. (2010, July). First 

grade predictors of reading comprehension. Poster presented at the annual convention of the 

National American Speech-Language-Hearing Association Schools Conference, Las Vegas, NV.  
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95. SFolsom, J. S., Al Otaiba, S., SGreulich, L. & Meadows, J. (2010, July). Kindergarten resilience 

factors of reading difficulties. Paper presented at the Seventeenth Annual Meeting of the Society 

for the Scientific Studies of Reading Conference, Berlin, Germany. 

 

96. SLee, J., Al Otaiba, S., Puranik, C. S., SGreulich, L., & SFolsom, J. S. (2010, July). End of kindergarten 

spelling performance: Are spelling errors associated with response to instruction? Poster presented at 

the Seventeenth Annual Meeting of the Society for the Scientific Studies of Reading Conference, 

Berlin, Germany. 

 

97. Puranik, C., Al Otaiba, S., SFolsom, J. S., & SGreulich, L. (2010, July). The effect of writing 

instruction on writing productivity in kindergarten children. Paper presented at the  Seventeenth 

Annual Meeting of the Society for the Scientific Studies of Reading Conference, Berlin, Germany.
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presented at the annual Teacher Education Division of the Council for Exceptional children, 

Milwaukee, WI. 

 

118. Al Otaiba, S., Connor, C., Meadows, J., SLogan, J., & SGreulich, L. (2007, July). Examining the 

interactions among student characteristics, reading instruction, and student outcomes in 

kindergarten classrooms. Paper presented at the annual Society for the Scientific Study of Reading  

Conference, Prague, CZ. 

 

119. Calhoon, M.B., & Al Otaiba, S. (2007, July). Improving reading skills of Hispanic beginning 

readers attending high-poverty first-grade classrooms: The promise of Peer-Assisted Learning 

Strategies. Paper presented at the annual Society for the Scientific Study of Reading  Conference, 

Prague, CZ. 

 

120. Al Otaiba, S. & Lake, V. (2007, April). Preparing early childhood preservice teachers to teach 

reading: A comparison of two tutoring programs. Paper presented at the annual American 

Educational Research Association Conference, Chicago, IL. 

 

121. Al  Tm
0 g
0 G1-322Lake, V. (2007, April).  

S
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128. Al Otaiba, S., Lewis, S., & SWhalon, K. (2006, April). Home literacy environments of children 

with Down syndrome: 1,000 Hours before school. Paper presented at the annual conference of the 

Council for Exceptional Children, Salt Lake City, UT. 

 

129. SRivera, M., Al Otaiba, S., & Koorland, M. (2006, April). Reading instruction for students with 

emotional/behavior disorders (E/BD). Paper presented at the annual conference of the Council for 

Exceptional Children, Salt Lake City, UT. 

 

130. Al Otaiba, S. & SWilliam-Smith, R. (2006, February). Exploring predictors of reading fluency 
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140. Al Otaiba, S. & Hosp, J. (2004, April). The challenging role of reading coaches in Reading First: 

From tutor to leader. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational 

Research Association, San Diego, CA. 

 

141. Al Otaiba, S., & Hosp, J. (2004, April). The role of reading coaches in Reading First:  A 

cautionary tale. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Council for Exceptional Children, 

New Orleans, LA. 

 

142. Graves, A., Al Otaiba, S., Edwards, L., & Jitendra, A (2004, April). Early reading instruction for 

English language learners: Research form Florida, Pennsylvania, and Southern California. Panel 

presented at the annual meeting of the Council for Exceptional Children, New Orleans, LA.  

 

143. Howard, P., Al Otaiba, S. & Grek, M. (2004, April). Building a statewide comprehensive reading 

assessment program. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the National Association of School 

Psychologists, Dallas, TX. 

 

144. Grek, M., Al Otaiba, S., SBuck, J., & Lane, H. (2004, February).  The influence of professional 

development on teacher knowledge in reading. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the 

Pacific Coast Research Conference, San Diego, CA.  

 

145. Al Otaiba, S., Grek, M., SRobinson, C., Torgesen, J., & SWahl, M. (2003, November). An 

evaluation of core reading programs in light of Reading First: How promising are these 

“interventions”? Paper presented at the annual meeting of the International Dyslexia Association, 

San Diego, CA. 

 

146. Lane, H. B., League, M. B., Al Otaiba, S., Hoppey, D., & Rentz, T.  (2003, November).  Using 

structured tutoring experiences to prepare teachers to teach struggling readers.  Paper presented 

at the annual meeting of the Teacher Education Division of the Council for Exceptional Children, 

Biloxi, MS. 

 

147. Al Otaiba, S., Grek, M, & Torgesen, J. (2003, June). Core basal reading instruction as “primary 

intervention”: A review of basal beginning reading programs for Reading First schools. Poster 

presented at the annual meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of Reading, Boulder, CO. 

 

148. Al Otaiba, S., Torgesen, J., Lane, H. (2003, June). The role of a structured tutoring experience in 

the development of preservice teachers’ preparedness to teach reading. Poster presented at the 

annual meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of Reading, Toronto, Canada. 

 

149. Al Otaiba, S., Edwards, L., Graves, A., & Jitendra, A. (2003, February). Early reading instruction 

for English Language Learners: Research from Florida, Pennsylvania, and Southern California. 

Panel presented at the annual meeting of the Pacific Coast Research Conference, San Diego, CA. 

 

150. Al Otaiba, S. (2002, October). Leave no teacher behind: Training research-based practices in 

beginning reading through service learning. Paper presented at the Teacher Education Division of 

the Council for Exceptional Children, Savannah, GA. 

 

151. Al Otaiba, S. (2002, June). “Non-responder”: A synonym for reading disabled? Can third grade 

reading disabilities be predicted by responsiveness to early literacy intervention. Paper presented 

at the annual meeting of the Society for Scientific Study of Reading, Chicago, IL. 
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152. Al Otaiba, S. & Smartt, S. (2002, April). Partnering with parents of children with disabilities to boost 

early literacy skills. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Council for Exceptional Children, 

New York, NY. 

 

153. Al Otaiba, S. (2002, February). Where are the non-responders?: A two-year follow-up of non-

responders to early literacy intervention. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Pacific 

Coast Research Conference, San Diego, CA. 

 

154. Al Otaiba, S. & Smartt, S. (2001, October). Partnering with parents to intensify early literacy 

instruction. Poster presented at the annual meeting of International Dyslexia Association, 

Albuquerque, NM. 

 

155. Al Otaiba, S., & Fuchs, D. (2001, June). Success for many, but not for all: A review of the 

literature describing characteristics of children unresponsive to early literacy intervention. Poster 
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164. Al Otaiba, S., Fuchs, D., & Fuchs, L. S. (2000, February). Children who do not respond to early 

literacy instruction. Paper presented at the annual conference of the Learning Disabilities Association, 

Reno, Nevada. 

 

165. Fuchs, D., Svenson, E., Thompson, A., Yen, L., Al Otaiba, S., Nyman, K., Yang, N., & Braun, 

M. (2000, February). Teaching young children with and without disabilities to read: A 

longitudinal study. Paper presented at the annual conference of the Council for Exceptional 

Children, Vancouver, Canada. 

 

166. Fuchs, D., Fuchs, L., Thompson, A., Al Otaiba, S., Yen, L., & Braun, M. (1999, April). 

Strengthening kindergartners’ reading readiness in Title 1 and non-Title 1 schools: The value-

added of peer-mediated decoding. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American 

Educational Research Association, Montreal. 

 

167. Fuchs, D., Thompson, A., Yen, L., Al Otaiba, S., & Braun, M. (1999, April). The value-added of 

peer-mediated, decoding activities in a reading readiness program. Annual meeting of the 

Council for Exceptional Children, Charlotte, NC. 

 

168. Fuchs, D., Thompson, A., Yen, L., Al Otaiba, S., & Braun, M. (1999, February). Peer-Assisted 

Learning Strategies: Strengthening emergent literacy in kindergarten. Annual meeting of the 

Learning Disabilities Association, Atlanta, GA. 

 

169. Al Otaiba, S., Fuchs, D., & Fuchs, L. S. (1998, April). Peer-Assisted Learning Strategies for 

Kindergarten. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research 

Association, San Diego, CA. 
 

State & Local – Invited 

 

1. Al Otaiba, S., & Jones, F. (2019, April),  Individualizing reading interventions: Combining 

positive behavior supports with early literacy interventions. Invited session for the SMU 

Beginning Teacher Institute. 

 

2. Al Otaiba, S. (2018, April), Meeting the literacy needs of students with learning disabilities and 

dyslexia Invited key note for the Texas Special Education Policy and Resource Summit, 

Arlington, TX 

 

3. Al Otaiba, S. (2010, April). Strategies for seeking funding from the US DOE. Invited workshop 

presented to FSU faculty sponsored by the Council on Research and Creativity. 

 

4. Al Otaiba, S. (2009, June). Understanding response to intervention. Invited presentation to the 

board of Florida High University School. 

 

5. Al Otaiba, S. (2009, April). Seeking funding from the US DOE. Invited workshop presented to 

FSU faculty sponsored by the Council on Research and Creativity. 

 

6. Al Otaiba, S., SGreulich, L., SFolsom, J., & Granger, J. (2008, April). Research from the cutting 

edge: The work of the Florida Center for Reading Research. Invited paper presented at the annual 

Florida Branch of the International Dyslexia Association. Jacksonville, FL. 
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7. Houston, D. & Al Otaiba, S. (2006, October). Supporting reading development of students with 

cognitive disabilities:  Don’t give up! Invited preconference symposium presented at the annual 

state conference of the Council for Exceptional Children, Panama City, FL. 

 

8. Al Otaiba, S. (2006, January & 
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CONTRACTS & GRANTS 
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2009 - 2013 Faculty Associate Institute of Educational Sciences at US Dept of Ed. ($5,000,000). 

Predoctoral Interdisciplinary Training Program Program to 

Increase Research Capacity in Educational Science PI: Dr. 

Christopher Lonigan. 

2009 – 2011 Co-PI National Institute of Child Health. ($229,263). Supplemental 

ARRA 3P50HD052120-03S2 Project Two: School-based 

classification and prevention project ($119,601.19). Predicting and 

preventing learning disabilities PI: Dr. Richard Wagner. 

2006 – 2011 PI National Institute of Health ($ 7,500,000). Multidisciplinary 

Learning Disability Center Grant, PI of Project Two: School-based 

classification and prevention project P50HD052120 ($ 1,250,000) 

PI: Dr. Richard Wagner. 

2004 – 2007 Faculty Associate 0.243 0.31
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1998 – 1999 Investigator OSEP/USDE Student-initiated grant: Children Who Do Not 

Respond to Early Literacy Instruction: A Longitudinal Study; Grant 

#H324B80049 ($17,000). 

1996 – 1997 Project 

Coordinator 

Pilot project: Peer Assisted Learning Strategies for Kindergarten. 

1992 - 1993 Investigator Facilitating the Social Competence of a Developmentally Delayed 

Preschooler: A Single Subject Study. 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

 

Editorial Boards 

2017- Journal of Learning Disabilities Editor-in-Chief 

2019- 

 

2013- 

International Journal of Research, United Arab 

Emirates University College of Education 

Remedial and Special Education 

Editorial Board 

 

Consulting Editor 

2012-2017 Education Researcher Associate Editor 

2012-2017 

2012- 

 

 

 

2012-2017 

2012-2017 

2012-2017 

2012- 

Assessment for Effective Instruction 

Learning Disabilities Quarterly 

 

 

 

Elementary School Journal 

Journal of Learning Disabilities 

Reading Research Quarterly 

Society for Scientific Study of Reading 

Editorial Board 

Editorial Board 

Guest Co-Editor 

(Spelling) 

Guest Co-Editor (RTI) 

Associate Editor 

Editorial Board 

Editorial Board 

Editorial Board 

2010-2017 Annals of Dyslexia Editorial Board 

2009-2012 Elementary School Journal 

Exceptional Children 

Learning Disabilities Research and Practice 

Editorial Board 

Field Reviewer 

Editorial Board 

2005- Insights on Learning Disabilities 

Reading and Writing Quarterly: Overcoming Learning 

Disabilities 

Editorial Board 

Editorial Board 

2002-2017 Teaching Exceptional Children Reviewer 

 

 

Guest Reviewer, Refereed Journals 

2017- present 

2013 - present 

Frontiers Psychology 

Child Development 

Journal of Educational Psychology 

2009 – present American Educational Research Journal 

Early Childhood Research Quarterly 

Journal of Speech, Language, and Hearing Research 
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Language, Speech and Hearing Services in Schools 

2008 – present Journal of Research on Educational Effectiveness 

Learning and Individual Differences 

2006 – present Developmental Psychology 

Reading and Writing: An Interdisciplinary Journal 

Society for the Scientific Study of Reading 

2009 – 2010 Annals of Dyslexia 

2008 – 2012 Remedial and Special Education 

2006 – 2012 Journal of Learning Disabilities 

2006 – 2010 Learning Disabilities Quarterly 

2005 – 2009 Learning Disabilities Research and Practice 
 

Reviewer, Grant Applications 

2016 - 2020 

2011 - 2014 

2010 - 2011 

U.S. Dept. of Education, Institute for Educational Science, 

Early Childhood Programs 

Panel Review, 

Standing Member 

Reviewer 

2017 - 2019 The Spencer Foundation, Grant Review Reviewer 

 

2010 Evaluation of OSEP’s Personnel Development Program, 

Institute for Educational Science 

Panel Review 

2005 U.S. Dept. of Education, Office of Special Education 

Programs 

Reviewer 

2003 – 2007 Just Read!  Florida Reading First, Florida Dept. of 

Education 

Reviewer 

2003 Reading First Grand Review, Montana Dept. of Education Reviewer 
 

Reviewer, Professional Conferences 

2007 – 2018 Council for Exceptional Children 

2004 – 

present 

American Educational Research Association 

¶ 2010 – 2011: Co-Chair, Division C. Section Chair 

2001 – 2011 Society for the Scientific Study of Reading, Program Committee 
 

Leadership in Professional Associations 

2014 – 

present 

2014-2018 

International Dyslexia Association Executive Board 

 

Council for Exceptional Children, Div. for Learning 

Disabilities 

 

Member 

 

Past President, 

President and Vice 

President  

 

2001 – 2008 International Dyslexia Association, Florida Branch Board Member 

1998 – 2000 International Dyslexia Association, Tennessee Branch Board Member 

National  
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2010 Innovations in reading materials. Invited paper presented at the 

World Bank All Children Reading by 2015 Conference. 

Washington, DC 

2003 – 

2006 

Program Consultant and Reviewer for Kindergarten-Sixth 

grade core reading and intervention programs. 

MacMillan 

McGraw Hill 

2001 – 

2006 

Curriculum Based Measurement and Dynamic Indicators of 

Basic Early Literacy Skills Workgroup Member and Master 

Trainer 

Florida State 

Project CENTRAL 

 

 

MEMBERSHIPS 

Council for Exceptional Children 

¶ Division for Learning Disabilities – Past President 

¶ Division for Research 

¶ Pioneers 

Past President, 

Member 

 

International Dyslexia Association Executive Board  

American Educational Research Association Member 

International Academy for Research in Learning Disabilities Fellow 

Council for Learning Disabilities Member 

Society for Scientific Study of Reading Voting Member 

 


